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Steve Biko’s Quality Compared to Thomas Sankara
Steve Biko was a South African activist born in 1946 who gave sacrificed his life to ensure that the black consciousness movement is thriving in South Africa. His death, influenced by injuries that he suffered from the police custody, affected his name as an international martyr for South Africa Black nationalism. His political activism started when he was in high school, which made him be expelled. Also, he was involved in various organizations such as NUSAS (national union of South African students), which fought for black people's rights. His work and sacrifice are known by many because of the courage he had to fight for black people's rights and speaking against white supremacy (Chavis, 2012, 20:25). His main plan was to ensure that black pride is enhanced among the South Africans, which led to his death. The qualities revealed by Steve Biko can be compared to that of Thomas Sankara. Sankara was a socialist revolutionist who served the office of the president in Burkina Faso from 1983 to 1987. Sankara was against the sitting government as he wanted to break the dependence of Burkina Faso on Western countries such as France (Afrikanews, 2013, 17:02. His journey to enhance independence in his country is similar to that of Biko, who wanted to rule out white supremacy in South Africa.
Various qualities are evident in the events provided by the history of Biko. These qualities are in line with those that were possessed by Sankara. One of the essential qualities is that Biko was proud of his roots as he acknowledged his African origin and had rooted himself into its environs. Biko believed that no man is powerful than the other, and there was a need to ensure that equality in power is enhanced for both black and white people. Biko stated that the apartheid rule was unfair for black individuals as it favored the white citizens. Being proud of the African origin, he fought against white supremacy as he believed that there was a need to enhance respect for the black citizens in South Africa. For example, he states that "we believe in our country that there shall be no minority, there shall be no majority…” (MotswedingFM, 2017, 1:56). The same quality is seen in Sankara as he stressed the pride and culture of Burkina Faso. For example, when he gained power, he changed the country's name from Upper Volta to Burkina Faso. During his assembly address in OAU, he stated that Africans were self-reliant, and he showed pride in a traditional tunic.
Biko's quality in his effort towards fighting white supremacy in South Africa is courage and perseverance. It is not easy to provide opinions that go against the state of power- it requires courage. Also, to stay on the track of making convictions until a vision is met requires perseverance.  Biko persevered courageously, working against the apartheid rule. Biko made a powerful statement, which said that“Black Consciousness is an attitude of mind and a way of life, the most positive call to emanate from the black world for a long time” (MotswedingFM, 2017, 12:09). The statement showed that he had chosen to ensure that white supremacy is eradicated no matter the cost. The events that took place when he was in the Black consciousness movement showed his perseverance. For example, Biko was expelled from school due to his leadership in the campaign against apartheid rule. However, his expulsion from school only allowed him to establish more activism in the nation against the apartheid rule. More so, the fight against white supremacy was challenging and had a lot of opposition. The consistency of Biko in enhancing the fight against the apartheid rule led to his death. Similar to Biko, Sankara is an individual who was courageous and persevered until his goal was met. Various events prove the presence of Sankara's courage and persistence. For example, his consistency on the battlefield influenced him to access support that made him the president of Burkina Faso (Afrikanews, 2013, 36:45). However, he realized that people were against the change, but he stayed rooted in his unchangeable values. However, in the end, his consistency led to his death, just as Biko was killed due to his persistence in fighting apartheid.
Also, Biko had a quality of servanthood in leadership. Servanthood is a quality that ensures that a person is selfless in his actions and sacrifices his peace and good life to ensure that other people live a better experience. Biko believed that African people needed to live a good life without discrimination and lack. Biko knew that addressing the administration could have been of significant impact on him. Still, he provided the truth and stayed on the course to ensure that black people received equal treatment as white individuals. He took the responsibility to ensure that black people appreciate themselves. He developed a slogan that said, "black is beautiful" (Daley, 1997). He was involved in various movements that ensured that the voice of the black people is heard. For example, he was a co-founder of SASO (South African students Organization) and Black people's convection. These organizations' main aim was to ensure that awareness is created among the black people concerning the pride of their roots and fighting against white supremacy. This quality is evident in Sankara as his leadership aimed at enhancing independence for the nation from the western countries. More so, in his administration, Sankara refused to use air conditioning cars to ensure fiscal discipline in the government, leading to growth in the country.
In conclusion, the qualities that were possessed by Biko were similar to that of Sankara. Both individuals had the urge to enhance changes among the African people, which improved their similarities. One of the shared qualities is the presence of identity and pride in African culture. Both Biko and Sankara fought against white supremacy and encouraged Africans to be proud of their origin. Also, they had the courage and perseverance to address issues that nobody else could address. Their bravery led to their death in the end; however, they had achieved their goals. More so, the servanthood quality in both men led to the need to serve people by enhancing their nations' change.
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